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vanish from the map of Europe's independent
states. Norway calls upon Britain for aid, but
the Norwegian campaign contributes a series of
unavailing tragedies to the history of the war.
Early in May, the .local superiority of the Ger-
man Air Force compels the British contingents
to evacuate Aandalsnes and Namsos.

A sharp debate follows in the House of Com-
mons  to  determine  whether   England   has   a
leadership sufficiently dynamic to enable her to
play her part in the dangerous  crises which
have already begun.  Neville Chamberlain, in a
* long defensive speech, attempts to answer his
critics and to minimise Britain's loss of world
prestige.   He is attacked by Sir Roger Keyes,
who  declares  that  the  Navy  has   been   "let
down" by the cowardice of Whitehall, and by
L. S. Amery, who quotes with great effect the
words of Oliver Cromwell to the Long Parlia-
' ment: "You have sat here too long for any good
you ,are doing,  Depart, I say, and let us have
done with you. In the name of God, go!55

Next day the battle is renewed by Herbert
Morrison, who declares that because of the
gravity of recent events, the Opposition feel
compelled to divide the House at the end of the
debate. Neville ^Chamberlain accepts the chal-
lenge and appeals to his supporters: "At least
we shall see who is with us and who is against
us, I call upon my friends to support us in the